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■Some Inquiries and Suggefliom concerning Salt for Domejlkk 
Ufes , and concerning Sheep, to pre ferine them, and to hn- 
prcue the Race of Sheep for hardineft, and for the fineft 
Drapery. In a Letter from Dofior John Beal to the Pub- 
UJher. 

i. CALT gives the favour and guft to all our Diet; and 
*** would be the beft and fureft Prevention againft the 
Rot of Sheep, if it could be had at Eafie Rates upon the 
-Downs; for which England is generally moft concern'd : 
'For, Sheep do rapport our great Staple-trade, as is implied 
in the Proverb, That London-bridge hath Wool for the Foun- 
dation, and that our Senators in Parliament do fit on Wool-fach. 
Therefore I here annex and intermingle the Consideration 
of Salt and Sheep, as moft neceffary commodities, and not out 
of the Road of your Ufeful Philofophy j • nor by you omit- 
ted in your Ph. Tranf actions. Againft the Rot in Sheep Spa- 
nifli Salt is recommended Numb, ico: and the means to get 
Salt is defcrib'd or fiiggefted Numb. 51,53, 54, 66, 102. 

2. From the laft of which I will begin to tollicite thefe 
further Inquiries : At what places about Lemington inHamp- 
Jloire Salt is made ? What Quantity is made there ? Whether 
any Salt is made in the Jfle of Wight, or in the Tiles ot'Jerfey 
or Guernfey, or any Ifles or Coafts belonging to England, Scot- 
land, or Ireland ? And what is the peculiar accommodation in 
Lemington, which occurs not on other Coafts > What kind 
of Salt, white or bay, &c> And, if it might be obtain'd from 
a trufty friend, to know, what is the gain by each Copper 
at Ij.mington ; the Proportion of the Copper ; how many 
workmen for one or more Coppers j what their Wages, and 
■what other Charges? To the purpofe, that where the Wa- 
ges cr other Charges are lefs, and the Accommodation not 
wanting, the fupply for the Neighbourhood, or as the Seas 
arid Rivers may convey the Salt, may be encouraged. Note,, 
that the Brine at Nantivkh, contains a Third, or Fourth, or 
when Jeaft, a Sixth Part of Salt. 

5. Mx'.Winthorp by Letter told you, that he had the Way of 
making good Salt in Nezv-En?!ana in ereat abundance and at 
ealie rates. They cornplain,that great wages are requir'd there; 
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which does much retard their Building of Ships and their 
Iron- works j which would other wife do them great Service, 
and do a necelfary Kindnefs to this Kingdom at prefent, if' 
applied to Hive our Timber, which begins to be fcarce. As id 
Salt is requifite for their great Advantages by Fijhery, if they 
have learnt to cure their Cod and Sturgeon, of which they have 
abundance on their Coafts and lfl.es ; and they have the near- 
eft approach to fecure the Englijh Intereft on Newfoundland, 
and for the Filhery on the Bank. Under one you may in- 
quire, what Accommodations they have, or what Helps for 
Salt about New-York, or other Places in that Continent, or 
in any Hies of the Englifo Colonies. If a fufficient Sunfliine 
and Induflry be not wanting in Ireland, I cannot guefs what 
ihould hinder them to have abundance of Salt for themfelves, 
and their Fiihery, and lor others, fince they cannot want 
Workmen, and their Wages (as I am inform'd) not great, if 
compar'd with the uiiial Demands in South-England. 

4. In Varros Days it was the Reproach of our Tranfalpiner 
(who dwelt much farther towards the South than we do) that 
on the hhine there were then neither Vines, nor Olives, nor 
Apples, nor Sea-Salt, nor Foflil-Salt, but were driven to the 
poor Shift of uling Burnt-wood for their Salt : Ubi nee Vitis y 
nee Olea, nee Toma nafcercntur ,- ubi Salem nee ffjjilem nee ma- 
ritimum haberent, fed ex quibufdam lignis combufth; carbonibus 
falfu pro eo uterentur. Varro de re Hufl. l.i.c.j. The World is, 
as to thofe Things, much amended (fince thofe Days) on this 
fide the Alpes : And the Englifi may yet be minded to proceed, 
as far as they can, to remove the Reproach ,• at leaft for Fruity 
Wine,and Salt. Cato c.88. teaches diligently ,how to make vul- 
gar Salt (popularem Salem) purely white. Columella 1. 12. v. 53. 
ihews, How to order our Bacon and our Salt (ccfto Sale, jieu 
nimium minuto, fed fufpenfd mold infrafio, diligenter falitofi 
for our delicate Gammons, &c. and there inftru&s, How to 
boil Salt, and how to feafonthe feveral Parts of Bacon. And 
/. 6. c. 1. for Application to fore Eyes (a curious Point) he pre- 
fers Salem'Monianum, Hifpanum, vel Ammoniacum, njel etiam 
Cappadomm, minute tritum, ej- immijium melli. All our good 
Houfewives. do find a great Difference between our common 
Bay-Sait,and the feveral other Salts, which are in ordinary Ufe 
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aniongft us. We find fome white Salt very faint ; and the 
price imports a Difference between SpaniJJj, trench, and 
Portugal Salt. 

•5. The II luftrious Palladium, ,who wrote about the Year 3*0, 
and had his ample Manors or Territories in Italy, Naples and 
Sardinia, and thereby had great Experience in Sheep, feems to 
give jure Rules, How to pre j ewe the Flocks found; No-oemb. Tit. 
13. Seel. 2. Among his Advifo's he faith, Sails tamen crebra 
confpeijio, xcl pafculs mifla, njel canalibus frequenter oblata, de- 
bet pecoris Icvare faflidhtm. All thefe Three, Palladium, Var- 
ro, and Columella, do give infallible Inffru&ions for the Prefer-- 
vation of our Flocks ; but the Rules cannot be obferved by 
thofe that have the greateft Flocks : To change Pafiures often, 
to be j applied in rainy Sea fons with dry Fodder, to lick failed 
Troughs, to ha/ve fome turns in Salt-Marjhes : The Words of 
Palladius I. clt. are, Pafcua avillo gcnerl utllia funt, qtwvelln 
no'valibus, n jel in pratis ficclorlbus excitantur,paluftria 'verb noxia 
funt. And Gabr. Prat, from his own, and his Anceftors Expe- 
rience of 80 Years, bids us take heed of the pregnant Verdure, 
when much Rain falls in the vernal Months of April, and May: 
And all Sheep-mafters are afraid of rainy Autumns.But whence 
ihall the Relief be had ? The Charge will be heavy, if the 
fame Fodder be provided for every Year, and the destroying 
Years do furprize us. I hear,' that about Salisbury fome do 
plough up a ihw Acres, and fow a Kind of Pulfe, which they 
there call Tilth. And now we have in England lb many Kinds 
of French Seeds, and French Grafs, that one Kind or other is 
like to profper in moft Places ; and Fodder well ordered in 
Stacks will .hold out for many Years, perhaps for Sheep the 
older the better. And hereabout they hold fuch friendly Cor- 
refpondence, that in Autumn I fee the Shepherds drive the 
Flocks out of SomerfetJJwe into Dorfetfhlre, and thofe of Dor- 
fetfhire mto Somerfetflnre, for the Benefit on both fides by change 
of Soil. Note, That crude Antimony cures Sheep and other 
Cattle, and fattens them alfo. I omit many Particulars com- 
monly known and obferv'd by careful Shepherds, as in Show- 
ers,and foon after a ihower to drive the flocks gently, that they 
may beat off the Dew with their Feet, before they be fuffer'd 
to feed on the wet Grafs, efpecially in cold Mornings, when 
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dewy Cobwebs lie upon the Paftures ; and to let the Sheep 
blood under the Bye, as foon as they can diicern them Rank of" 
Blood. I mull refer to Mr. John Smith's Englands Improvement , 
/. 5 . p. 1 70, 1 7 1 . hoping that he will beflo w a few Sheets more 
to direct punctually the beft Way of ordering Sheep, and the 
mod effectual Remedies againft the feveral Kinds of Rots, and 
their other Difcafes, as a Matter of no {'mail Concernment 
to England^ and in which he feems to have much Experience. 
6. To return for more Salt, and to know the Shifts that arc 
made, and lately were made for it in England. At Wirewater 
in Lancaflwe Salt is gathered out of Heaps of Sand along the 
Sea-iide in many Places : Upon which Sand (faith Sped,) the 
People pour Water until it gets a faltilh Humour, which they 
afterwards boil with Turfs, till it become white Salt. Cambden 
hi Brit aim. fol. p. 753. defcribes it thus, /;/ era bac tmritima 
v:u ! lh in hcis i abnli annular videas, quihus aquam fnbinde injun- 
dunt, den:: falfugincm contraxerit, quam poflea fubditis glebis in 
candiunm falsa exeoquunt. And Speed faith, There are certain 
Stones lying in the River Were ztButterbsc near Durham, from 
whofe Sides,at the ebb and low Water in Summerdfiues a cer- 
tain Salt reddiih Water,which with the Sun waxeth uhite,;.nd 
growing into a thick Subftance becomes a ncceflary Salt for the 
By-dwellers. Cambden p. 744. defcribes it thus, hide Vedra de- 
cunit, crebrb eminent ibus faxis interpolatus, quihus fi aqua infun- 
datur, pammque mifceatur, falfam imbuit qualitatem. Sir, you 
took Notice of two or three faline Springs in this Neighbour- 
hood of Somerfetpire : One examin'd by Dr. Higbmore 3 in your 
Num. 56. p. 1 1 30 j another Num. 57. p. 1 1 62. And doubtlefs 
there are many more fuch in England, if well obferv'd : And 
tho' the Proportion of Salt befmall,yet they may ferve for fome 
domeftick Ufes. The Water in Summer-time, when the Brine 
is ftrongeft, being call in any Place where it may be foon dried 
by the Sun, and where we would have Pigeons refort, does 
pleafe them well. So will any refufe Brine being boifd up to 
& Confidence. But I know not whether fuch Brine taken from 
powder 1 d Flefh will be kind for Sheep. Pcjfibiy fuch [aline Springs 
may indicate fcjjil Salt for future Induflry. And N. 56. p. 1 1 3 5 . 
you recite from worthy Mr. Evelyn a good Hint to encourage 
ibme Attempts for the Multiplying of Salt jnSyfca fecund. Edit. 
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c. 3. />. 2 6. &#. 17. Skf-lughVlat hath fai eland collected enough 
of the Vertues and Vies of Salt (and how it may be obtain'd) 
lor the Fertilizing of Land, in his Jewel-boufe, c. 104. 

7. Now to improve the Race of our 5/wp for Hardincfs, or 
ibi Largencfsof theSize,and Abundanceof Wool; we hear.that 
nunj- wealthy Sheep-mafters on the Downs do offer very high 
Rates for the largclt Sheep, Rams efpecialiy, that they can pro- 
cure j and fometimes they buy from fbregin Parts very large 
and lufty Rams, and find the Benefit by the Largenefs of the 
defcendmg Race. And fince, in feveral Parts of England, they 
ierioufly let on for the fmeft Dra/wy, 'tis to be wifh'd that our 
Merchants would bring us from thofe Parts of Spain> Italy, and 
Greece, (which boaft ofthefincft Wool) both Rams and Ewes 
that bear the fin eft Wool, that we may try them at Lembjler- 
fore inHerefordfrire,\vhcrc they are skill d,and generally pra&i- 
icd in ordering fuch delicate and tender Sheep,and to try them 
in other Parts, where they pretend to the fineft Wool in Eng- 
land. Our Merchants fay much, and require good pay for the 
Spanijh Wool ; fome for the Wool of Segovia. Of old the Sheep 
of Tarentum had in Italy the higheft Efteem. Thefe To-rent in 
Sheep were brougt into Italy from Greece, and were lb tender, 
and did require fuch curious and coftly Attendance in Varro\ 
Days, being all cover'd with Leather Pelts (pellibw integuntur) 
to guard them from Heat or Cold, and to preferve their Purple 
Fleeces from all Pollution; Varro 1. 2, c. 2. and after, in Coht- 
wella'sTime, required fuch exatt Skill to preferve them, Colum. 
!. 7. c. 2 . that I know not how to recommend them for our EngUjh 
Climate,and our ordinary Shepherds. Pallad faith, /. cit. Gr<ecas 
ever, ficut Aftanas ; velTarentinat, moris eft potimftabulo nutrire 
qudm campo. I muft refer to better Advice for fuch a Race as is 
] ikel y to live amongit us, and then if Gentlemen wou'd make the 
Trial to amend the Race of Sheep (as they have often attempted 
to amend our Race of Horfes by'the belt of Bai bar), and as with 
more Hope the Gentry in Ireland may allay to mend their met- 
ratome Hobbies with Spaniflo Genets, cr Bards from Tangier,) 
under one, by the fame or like diligence, and by the fame ad- 
venture, they may chance to oblige their Country both ways, 
both with Sheep bearing finer Wool, and with better Horfes 
thai: the Irijh Hobbies ; I dare net fay, than the right Britifh. 
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For I was told by, a great mafter of iaorfes, who had many 
years experience of Stallion barbs, the beft he could buy, 
that the baftard barbs, defcending from the beft Englijh mares 
he could obtain, were conftantly better fhaped, and better for 
the faddle and other ftronger fervice, than their Syres. But I 
turn'd here afide to name Ireland, becaufe the rot of fheep is 
not fo ordinary in Ireland as in England, and they are nearer 
Spain and Tangier than we are : And they are highly to be 
commended for their late induftry, both in the linnen and 
"Woollen martufa&ures j which may nobly provoke our emu- 
lation. And whilft England and Ireland ftrive to excel each 
other in good things, we draw clofer to a perfed union, and 
to give ftrength and affiftance to each other mutually. Sir, 
you having been long accuftom'd to bear the burthen of 
ufeful Inquiries, and to promote the common good, you'l 
pardon this freedom in, cjc. 

An Account of fome Books. 
I. About the Excellency and Grounds of the MECHANICAL, 
HYPOTHESIS, fome Confiderations occafionally proposed to 
a Friend by R. B. E. Fellow of the R. Society. London. 1674. 
in. 4 . 
/ ~T~" V HIS Difcourfe is annexed to another, entituled, The 
JL Excellency of THEOLOGY, compaid with NATURAL 
FHILOSOPHi; which though it be not of a direcl: ten- 
dency to the defign of thefe Tra&s, yet doth it occafionally 
mention divers things^ fit to be taken notice of by a Student 
of Natural Philofophy - y fuch as are the ufeful Hints and Dire- 
ctions to guide him in the making Experiments skilfully and 
warily (p. 1 1 8, 1 19 ;) to encourage him to the Improvement 
of Natural Philofophy, now that the Mechanical Hypothecs is 
jfufficiently fettled, and the right Methods of Inquiring are 
found out (p. 171.) to inflrud him how injurious Syflematical 
Writers are to the true fearch of Nature (p. 193.) and what 
care is to be had of eftablifhing Philofophical Hypothejes 
{p. 208.) as alfo how much remains yet to be difcover'd of 
Nature (£.174,176,178.) and how Philofophy hath recoiled 
by the Arifloteliam laying afide Mathematicks, and difputing 
of Generals (p. 204.) and by whom the Experimental and 
Mathematical Way of Philofophizing hath been reftored and 
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